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Preface

This is the story of a man who never asked to be remembered — and
yet, cannot be forgotten.

Sri G. A. Acharya lived in a time of great upheaval and
transformation. From the days of colonial rule to the dawn of
Indian independence, he chose a path of purposeful action, quiet
strength, and deep commitment to the nation. He was not content
to watch from the sidelines. He got involved — first as a freedom
fighter, then as an entrepreneur, a builder of institutions, a patron
of Kannada culture, and above all, as a karma yogi who believed
in service over status.

This book is intended for the students of the schools and colleges
he helped build — especially those who walk through the gates
of Acharya High School in Gouribidanur and wonder who it was
named after.

You will not find in these pages’ stories of grand speeches or
dramatic turning points. Instead, you will meet a man who believed
that small, steady acts of goodness could change the world — and
proved it by living that way, every single day.

In 2024, more than fifty years after his passing, the alumni of
Acharya High School came together to install a bust of Sri Acharya.
It was a gesture not prompted by any institution or family. It came
purely from memory and gratitude — a rare and honest tribute.
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May this book serve not only as a biography, but as a mirror and a
guide — showing us what it means to live a meaningful life without
seeking credit. In a time when noise often passes for achievement,
his example reminds us of the quiet strength of integrity.

We hope young readers will carry forward not just his name, but his
spirit — with humility, courage, and clarity of purpose.
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A HUMBLE BEGINNING IN
GOURIBIDANUR

In the year 1900, in the modest town of Gouribidanur, a child was
born who would one day leave an extraordinary mark on Karnataka’s
educational, industrial, and cultural landscape. His name was
Gauribidanur Ananda Teertha Acharya, fondly remembered
today as Sri G. A. Acharya.

Born into a traditional Madhva Brahmin family, his early life was
shaped by simplicity, discipline, and a strong spiritual environment.
His father, Sri Gundacharya, was a Pauranika — a learned priest
and storyteller who explained the sacred Puranas to villagers with
clarity and devotion. His mother, Rukmini, was known for her quiet
strength and nurturing spirit.

Tragically, life changed early for young Acharya. He lost his father
when he was just six years old. This was followed by an even more
devastating blow — the passing of his mother a few years later.
Orphaned by the age of nine, the child had no inheritance, no formal
safety net — only a mind sharpened by hardship and a soul ready
to serve.
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But even at that young age, G. A. Acharya showed a rare resilience.
He had begun his early education in a Sanskrit Pathashala in
Gouribidanur, which laid a strong foundation for his values and
intellect. However, with both parents gone, he could no longer
remain in his native town.

In 1913, barely 13 years old, he moved to Bangalore — alone. That
journey, though made without fanfare, marked the beginning of a life
that would eventually touch thousands through service, education,
and enterprise.

His story is not one of privilege, but of perseverance. Not of being
chosen, but of choosing to rise.

What makes his journey truly inspiring is not just how far he
travelled from his beginnings, but how deeply he remained rooted
in those early lessons of simplicity, responsibility, and service.
Decades later, when he donated a veterinary hospital building in
Gouribidanur in memory of his father, it was not just an act of
charity — it was a reflection of the deep bonds he retained with the
town and the man who shaped his earliest years.

Today, in the very town where he once studied as a child, stands the
Acharya High School, established by him in 1943 — the first high
school in the entire taluk. It continues to educate and uplift rural
youth, just as he had once dreamed.

And so, this story begins — not in a palace or a city mansion, but
in a small home in Gouribidanur. With a boy who had every reason
to give up — and every reason to be forgotten — but who chose
instead to live with purpose and serve without expectation.



AYOUNG BOY IN BANGALORE

When G. A. Acharya arrived in Bangalore around the year 1913,
he was just a boy — barely 13 years old. Orphaned and alone, he
entered the city with almost nothing to his name: no money, no
family support, and no formal protection. But he carried with him
something far more valuable — a deep sense of responsibility, quiet
determination, and a spark of curiosity that would guide him for the
rest of his life.

Bangalore at the time was a growing centre of trade, education, and
political ferment. Amidst the busy markets and dusty streets, Acharya
found shelter and support from a generous Vysya merchant who
helped him get started. He enrolled in school and took up a modest
job as a shop clerk, working during the day and studying when he
could. He was still a child — but a child who already knew the value
of hard work, dignity, and independence.

He eventually joined the United Mission School, where he
continued his formal education. But while books and blackboards
were part of his daily routine, young Acharya was already drawn to
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a much larger classroom — the street meetings, pamphlets, songs,
and slogans of India’s freedom movement.

In the 1910s and early 1920s, the air in Bangalore was charged with
the spirit of nationalism. Mahatma Gandhi’s message of Swadeshi,
non-cooperation, and self-reliance had begun to spread across the
country, reaching even the hearts of young students. Acharya was
among those who responded with full commitment.

He began actively participating in protest marches, helped in
promoting khadi (hand-spun Indian cloth), and joined efforts
to boycott foreign goods. His work wasn’t occasional — it was
courageous and committed. He sold swadeshi goods door to door,
spoke to fellow students, and took part in political gatherings.

His activism did not go unnoticed — nor was it without consequences.
His involvement in these activities led to his expulsion from school.
For most young boys, this would have been a crushing setback. But
for Acharya, it was just another fork in the road. He refused to give
up.

He enrolled in the National School, a newly established institution
founded by a Khilafat leader who supported the freedom struggle.
It was here that Acharya found a more welcoming environment —
one that recognised his patriotism rather than punished it.

But studies took a back seat once again. The call of the nation was
too strong. Before long, Acharya made a bold decision — to give
up formal education entirely and dedicate himself fully to the
freedom movement. He became a full-time Congress volunteer,
embracing the life of service with clarity and conviction.

This phase in Bangalore — from a boy seeking safety to a young
man choosing struggle — defined much of what G. A. Acharya
would later become. He had already faced personal loss. Now, he
chose public responsibility. While his peers chased jobs or degrees,
Acharya chased ideals.

Looking back, one realises that his greatness did not come from
what he gained — but from what he gave up, and what he chose to
stand for.



INSPIRED BY THE NATION’S CALL

By the early 1920s, G. A. Acharya had already stepped off the
conventional path. While many of his peers were preparing for
college exams or clerkship jobs, Acharya had made a different choice
— to become a full-time volunteer in India’s freedom struggle.

His commitment to Swadeshi — the movement to promote Indian-
made goods and boycott foreign imports — was total. He wasn’t a
mere sympathiser. He was out on the streets, persuading people to
wear khadi, helping organise local stalls, and travelling from one
neighbourhood to another to spread the message of self-reliance.

It was during this period that a fateful meeting took place — one that
would shape the next stage of his journey. At a Congress event in
Bangalore, Acharya met Smt. Lilavati Munshi, a dynamic freedom
fighter and social reformer, known for her sharp intellect and deep
involvement in the national movement. She immediately recognized
in Acharya a rare sincerity and invited him to come to Bombay, the
nerve center of Congress activity at the time.
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Accepting the invitation, Acharya moved to Bombay, where he
joined a tightly knit circle of Swadeshi volunteers. His work involved
selling khadi, distributing pamphlets, organizing awareness
drives, and helping build support for indigenous industries. He
travelled across markets and bylanes, carrying not just goods but
ideals — the belief that India could stand on her own feet if her
people supported her with both heart and wallet.

He stayed in Bombay for several years, soaking in the energy of a
city alive with reformers, poets, industrialists, and political leaders.
Though never seeking the spotlight, Acharya became known among
his peers for his honest work ethic, humility, and unwavering
discipline.

Around 1929, after returning from Bombay, G. A. Acharya married
Sharada Bai, a graceful and grounded woman from Guadagere,
a village near his native Gouribidanur. The marriage brought
him personal happiness, but it didn’t change his public mission.
His commitment to the country remained as strong as ever — and
Sharada Bai would support him fully in that journey.

Even after marriage, Acharya continued promoting khadi and
swadeshi goods, not as a business venture, but as a national duty.
His work often involved financial uncertainty and long days — but
he never wavered. For him, the work was sacred.

This phase of Acharya’s life revealed something crucial about his
character. He was not interested in short-term success or recognition.
He was building something deeper — a lifetime rooted in principles,
not positions.

He believed that economic freedom was essential to political
freedom. He believed that India’s future lay not only in protest,
but in production — in creating, supporting, and sustaining
institutions, industries, and ideas that would serve future generations.

The choices he made during this time would later guide his
involvement in industry, education, and philanthropy. In Bombay
and Bangalore, he had seen how ideas could move people — and
how action could shape a nation.

Acharyahad found his path—not in protest alone, butin constructive
work. And this would remain the central theme of his life.



LIGHTING A NATION - THE STORY
OF BENGAL LAMPS

In the early 1930s, India’s Swadeshi spirit was beginning to enter
a new phase. The struggle for political independence was growing
stronger, but a new question had emerged among the more visionary
thinkers of the time: Could India become economically self-
reliant? Could the country not only boycott foreign goods, but also
manufacture her own?

It was in this context that G. A. Acharya came across a small
advertisement that would change the course of his life — and in
many ways, change the industrial landscape of Bangalore.

The advertisement was issued by a newly launched company called
Bengal Lamps, founded by Professor Surendra Kumar Roy, a
scientist from Jadavpur University in Calcutta. The company’s
dream was ambitious: to manufacture electric bulbs in India at a
time when almost every such product was imported. Bengal Lamps
was calling upon patriotic Indians to invest in the company by
buying shares.
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To most, this was just another business appeal. But to Acharya, it was
a national mission. Selling Indian-made light bulbs was not simply
a commercial opportunity — it was a way to light up India’s path to
freedom. He immediately took up the challenge of promoting and
selling shares of Bengal Lamps across Karnataka.

Going from one investor to another, he convinced people that buying
shares in an Indian company was itself an act of patriotism.
And it worked. His persuasive power, grounded in sincerity and
conviction, helped raise vital funds for the fledgling enterprise.

When Bengal Lamps began production in 1932, Acharya was sent
a consignment of the first batch of electric bulbs as part of his
commission. But instead of selling them just for profit, he sold
them with the same spirit as he had once sold khadi — with pride,
passion, and a deep belief in India’s capabilities.

The success of these early sales caught the attention of the founders,
who encouraged Acharya to take up a more formal role. He acquired
shares, became a company agent, and over time, rose to the position
of Director, and eventually Chairman.

Years later, in 1971, Bengal Lamps set up a full-fledged
manufacturing unit in Bangalore, thanks to Acharya’s relentless
efforts. At its peak, this unit employed over 1,500 workers and
became one of the finest examples of indigenous industrial success
in South India.

But even as he led one of the earliest Indian lighting companies,
Acharya remained grounded. He wasn’t driven by profit, but by
purpose. For him, building an Indian industry was as sacred as
building a temple — because both brought light into people’s lives.

The story of Bengal Lamps is not just a story of business. It is the
story of a freedom fighter turned industrial visionary — someone
who saw that true swaraj required not just protest, but production.

And as he often believed: “It is not enough to light a candle in
memory of the nation. We must light up the nation itself.”



INDUSTRY WITH INTEGRITY

For many people, the words “freedom fighter” and “industrialist”
do not usually appear in the same sentence. But G. A. Acharya
embodied both — not as a contradiction, but as a conscious blend of
values and vision.

Having spent his youth promoting Swadeshi goods, he now took on
anew role in India’s journey: helping to build a self-reliant economy
through responsible industry. To Acharya, industrialization

was not about amassing wealth — it was about creating jobs,
encouraging enterprise, and restoring dignity to Indian labour.

Following his success with Bengal Lamps, he became a guiding
force in several pioneering businesses, particularly in Bangalore,
which was fast becoming an industrial hub.

Among his key contributions:

e He was instrumental in establishing Mysore Lamp Works,
a government-backed initiative that promoted indigenous
manufacturing in the lighting sector — one of the few at the
time in South India.
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e He served as Chairman of the Mysore Standard Bank
Ltd. in 1944 — a rare example of Indian leadership in
banking during the colonial era. Under his stewardship, the
bank supported local entrepreneurs and small traders.

* He was associated with Reliance Assurance Company,
which offered insurance to businesses and individuals when
financial security was still a new concept to many.

* He headed Rammohan and Company, a leading travel
agency in Bangalore, helping to build essential logistical
networks in a newly independent India.

e In 1947-48, he was elected President of the Federation
of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FKCCI). This was a time of tremendous national transition,
and his leadership helped shape local industry with integrity,
simplicity, and a focus on self-reliance.

In the years following independence, he also served as a member of
the Mysore Constituent Assembly (1948-1952), which played an
important role in managing the state’s affairs during the transition
from princely rule to democratic governance. It was a period that
called for maturity, balance, and quiet statesmanship — qualities
that Acharya embodied.

Despite holding so many senior positions, he never chased power.
He took no shortcuts, gave no inflated speeches, and avoided
personal publicity. Even when the Maharaja of Mysore awarded
him the honourable title of ‘Dharma Prakash’, he never used it in
his personal or professional life.

For G. A. Acharya, industry was not just about producing goods
— it was about serving society. His belief in Swadeshi never faded.
Whether as a bank chairman, a factory founder, or a boardroom
leader, he remained a freedom fighter at heart — building India not
with slogans, but with systems.



BUILDING FUTURES - ONE
INSTITUTION AT A TIME

If Swadeshi was G. A. Acharya’s message to Indian industry, then
education was his gift to future generations. He believed that true
freedom would only be achieved when every young Indian had the
opportunity to learn, grow, and shape their own destiny.

In an era when education was limited, especially in rural areas,
Acharya recognised the need to bring schools to villages, not
just cities. His most impactful contribution in this regard was the
establishment of the Acharya High School in Gouribidanur in
1943 — the first high school in the entire taluk.

At a time when few children from rural backgrounds could dream of
studying beyond the primary level, this school became a gateway to
a better life. Thousands of students from farming and working-
class families gained access to quality education, laying the
foundation for a new generation of teachers, engineers, artists, and
public servants.
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Acharya did not stop there. To ensure long-term sustainability
and further growth, he helped establish the National and Rural
Education Association (NREA), which today manages a network
of seven educational institutions in and around Gouribidanur.
These schools and colleges continue to offer affordable, value-
based education to over 2,500 students every year.

His commitment to education extended to Bangalore, where he
played a crucial role in strengthening the Acharya Pathshala
Group of Institutions. He served as the President in the formative
years, guiding its growth from a humble beginning into a respected
cluster of institutions — including a high school, a polytechnic, and
a degree college.

Another major chapter in his educational legacy is the MES College
in Bangalore. Along with Sri M. Chinnaswamy and Prof. Subba
Rao, G. A. Acharya was one of its founding leaders. But more
than leadership, he made extraordinary personal contributions
— donating the land and building and covering initial expenses
from his own resources to ensure the college could open its doors
without delay.

His love for his hometown was reflected once again when he
donated the building for the government veterinary hospital in
Gauribidanur, in memory of his father Sri Gundacharya. It was a
reminder that public service, for him, was always personal.

What stands out is not just the number of institutions he helped
build, but the manner in which he built them — with no fanfare,
no political agenda, and no personal gain. His goal was simple: to
ensure that the benefits of freedom reached every village, every
student, and every young dreamer.



A PATRON OF CULTURE AND
KANNADA

Even as G. A. Acharya built factories and founded institutions, he
never forgot something more subtle but equally vital — culture.
For him, the essence of India was not just in its economy or politics,
but in its language, literature, values, and spirit. He believed that
a truly free nation must also be culturally confident and rooted.

Acharya had a deep and abiding love for Kannada, the language of
his people and his land. He was not a poet or a writer himself, but
he was a strong and steady supporter of Kannada literature and
journalism. He offered quiet encouragement — and often financial
help — to writers, editors, small publications, and emerging artists.
Many Kannada writers and thinkers from that era would recall how
“Acharyaru” supported them during difficult times — without ever
seeking credit or recognition.

He was a long-time supporter of the Kannada Sahitya Parashat,
the leading literary organisation for Kannada. He donated funds
for its activities, helped promote its publications, and ensured that
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Kannada language education and literary gatherings found a place
in the public mind.

His love for Indian culture extended beyond language. Acharya was
deeply spiritual, though never sectarian. He admired the life and
teachings of Swami Vivekananda, whose message of strength,
character, and national pride resonated deeply with him. Throughout
his life, Acharya offered financial support to Ramakrishna
Ashramas, especially the one in Mysore, where the Swamijis
recalled his generosity and humility.

He also supported the Raghavendra Mathas, including in his
hometown of Gouribidanur, helping to build and maintain spaces
for traditional learning and worship. His support for religious
institutions was always non-political and inclusive — for him,
these were spaces where values were nurtured and communities
were strengthened.

Acharya also played an active role in the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bangalore chapter, one of India’s foremost institutions promoting
Indian culture, heritage, and integrated education. His contribution
to the Bhavan aligned with his lifelong belief that modern education
should never come at the cost of cultural identity.

He was also associated with the Gokhale Institute of Public Affairs,
known for its work in civic education, public dialogue, and training
young citizens in ethics and leadership. Once again, Acharya’s role
was not loud or ceremonial — he quietly lent his time, counsel, and
resources to help shape these institutions from the inside.

What stands out in his cultural work is the gentleness of his support.
He did not dominate committees or make demands. He enabled. He
uplifted. He preserved.

In a time when many were chasing modernity at the cost of tradition,
Acharya stood firm in his belief that India’s future must rise from
its roots. He saw no conflict between science and Sanskrit, between
technology and tradition, between the English textbook and the
Kannada poem.
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His life reminds us that true nation-building is not only about steel
and cement — it is also about stories, songs, values, and vision.
And in that silent work of cultural preservation, G. A. Acharya left
behind a legacy that still speaks to us today — not in slogans, but in
syllables, in shrines, and in the steady heartbeat of Kannada itself.



GIVING WITHOUT NOISE

In a world where even small acts of charity often come with
photographs and publicity, the life of G. A. Acharya stands in quiet
contrast. He was a man of immense generosity — but never once
did he seek the spotlight. He gave not for praise, not for return, but
because it was the right thing to do.

His philosophy was simple: Help where help is needed. Expect
nothing in return. Move on to the next task.

Throughout his life, Acharya extended his support to students,
artists, institutions, and social causes — often with no one but the
recipient knowing. Many students who would have dropped out due
to poverty found their path thanks to his timely help. He personally
sponsored higher education, including for students who went on
to study abroad. One such beneficiary later became a professor at
Jadavpur University — an extraordinary journey made possible by
Acharya’s unseen hand.

His generosity wasn’t only financial. He opened doors for
others, made introductions, guided young entrepreneurs, advised
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institutions, and ensured that struggling projects found support. It
was not uncommon for him to donate anonymously to causes he
believed in — sometimes through another person or in the name of
an organization.

One of the most telling examples of his spirit was his role in
organizing the Khadi Exhibition in Bangalore in 1927, an event
attended by Mahatma Gandhi himself. Acharya worked behind
the scenes, arranging logistics, coordinating volunteers, and raising
resources — not for personal recognition, but to promote Swadeshi
industries and artisans.

Later, after independence, he took the lead in organizing the annual
Congress Industrial Exhibition in Bangalore — a platform that
brought together India’s cottage industries, rural producers, small
manufacturers, and artisans. He believed that these exhibitions were
not just trade fairs — they were a celebration of self-reliance, a
place where local products could be showcased with pride.

And yet, through all these roles, Acharya never used the stage. He
was the person behind the curtain — ensuring the lights came on,
the stalls were ready, and the artisans had what they needed.

People who worked with him often said: “He would leave before the
applause started.”

Even the title ‘Dharma Prakash’, conferred on him by the
Maharaja of Mysore, was never used by him in any formal setting.
He remained simply “Acharya” — a man who let his work, not his
name, speak.

What makes his story remarkable is not just the scale of his
giving, but the spirit behind it. In a lifetime of service, he did not
build statues or seek foundations in his name. Instead, he built
possibilities — for students, for workers, for institutions, and for the
society around him.

In doing so, he left behind something even more powerful than
wealth or fame: an example.

An example of how one can live fully, contribute deeply, and still
walk away quietly — content, complete, and committed to the
next task.



THE LIGHT THAT REMAINS

G. A. Acharya passed away in November 1972, just as one of his
long-cherished dreams — the Bengal Lamps factory in Bangalore
— had begun production. He left quietly, as he had lived: without
show, without expectation, and without drawing attention to
himself. But his impact, like the glow of a well-lit lamp, has
continued to shine across the decades.

Today, the institutions he founded and supported are still alive and
thriving. Acharya High School in Gouribidanur, the first high
school in the taluk, still stands tall — a living monument to his vision
for rural education. The NREA group of institutions continues to
serve students from nearby villages. In Bangalore, the institutions
he helped build — the Acharya Pathshala, the MES College, and
others — carry forward his spirit of value-based learning.

His legacy is also visible in the world of Indian industry. Through
Bengal Lamps, he helped demonstrate what it meant to build a
truly Indian enterprise with ethics, care, and a spirit of service. And
through his silent, steadfast contributions to cultural and literary
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institutions, he protected and nurtured the soul of Kannada and of
India.

But perhaps the most telling tribute came not from a government or
a foundation — but from the very students whose lives he helped
shape.

In 2024, more than fifty years after his passing, the alumni
association of Acharya High School came together and installed a
bust of G. A. Acharya in the school. Not his family. Not the current
management. Just students — now grown men and women — who
remembered what his life had meant to them and to their community.

That simple act stands apart in today’s world, where statues are often
erected by those seeking recognition. This one came from the hearts
of those whose lives he had touched — a gesture of pure gratitude,
and an act of quiet reverence.

Most institutions build a bust of the founder. In this case, it was
the founder who built the institution — and the students who
built the bust.

What more fitting legacy could there be?

To the young readers of this book — especially those who walk the
very halls he built — the message is clear:

You do not need a spotlight to lead. You do not need a title to serve.
You do not need applause to live a meaningful life.

Live simply. Give quietly. Work honestly. Build what matters.
That was his way. That can be yours too.

Sri G. A. Acharya — freedom fighter, industrial pioneer,
cultural patron, educationist, and karmayogi — lives on. Not
in marble. But in memory, in institutions, in lives made better
by his presence. And in the example he left behind for all of us.
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Timeline of Key Milestones

Year Milestone

1900 Born in Gouribidanur

1913 Moves to Bangalore for education

1927 Organised Khadi Exhibition in Bangalore, visited
by Mahatma Gandhi

1932 Begins association with Bengal Lamps

Establishes Acharya High School — the first high

1943 school in Gouribidanur taluk

1944 Becomes Chairman of Mysore Standard Bank

1947 Serves as President of FKCCI

1948- 1952 Member of the Mysore Constituent Assembly

1971 The Bengal Lamps factory was established in
Bangalore

1972 Passed away on November 13

2024 Alumni of Acharya High School install a bust in

his honor
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